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This contribution presents for the first time a comprehensive bibliography in combination 
with a checklist of the Empidoidea fauna known from Schleswig-Holstein and Hamburg, 
referring to three different recording periods: up to 1950, 1951-1975, later than 1975. No-
menclature of species and the classification of families had been updated according to the 
data base of “Fauna Europaea” und further revisions, published within the last years. 
Basis of the checklist was a comprehensive evaluation and documentation of literature 
concerning the Empidoidea of Germany between 1817 and 2008. Up to now 592 species of 
Empidoidea had been recorded from Schleswig-Holstein and Hamburg, representing 
species of the families Dolichopodidae s. l. (278), Brachystomatidae (3), Empididae (173) 
and Hybotidae (138) respectively. A documentation of both the inventory of species and 
the distribution of specimens had been evaluated for 7 different complexes of biotopes in 
Schleswig-Holstein represented by woodlands and groves, arable land, fenlands, saline 
grasslands, poor grasslands (gravel pits), peat bogs, springs and brooks. Altogether 268 
species had been selected, representing at least 10 specimens within the total catch of all 
biotopes. The ecological preference of species refer to 64 silvicolous (woodlands), 41 
ripicolous-silvicolous (bimodal preference for banks of waters & woodlands), 39 prati-
colous (fenlands), 34 ripicolous (banks of waters), 23 praticolous-S (saline grasslands), 13 
aquatic (waters), 9 tyrphophilous (peat bogs), 7 arenicolous (sandy areas: gravel pits), 4 
praticolous-A (arable lands) respectively 34 euryoecious species without preference. 
Characteristic differences could be demonstrated between different types of biotopes 
concerning both the inventory of species and the number of specimens. Catches obtained 
from emergence traps, situated on or near by springs and brooks, and catches from 
fenlands resulted the highest number of species with 146 respectively 139. More than 100 
species had been recorded from hedges on banks (117), alder swamps (114) and beech 
forest (110). Samples of dead wood, originating from deciduous trees of woodlands and 
groves, resulted 87 species, followed by saltmarshes at the North Sea (82), arable land on 
loamy soil (82), banks of running waters (70), peat bogs (68) and storage polders at the 
North Sea (56). Relating to the number of specimens 83 characteristic species (39 Dolicho-
podidae, 23 Empididae, 21 Hybotidae) had been recorded on a higher level of domi-
nance, represented at least by class 6 (>100 specimens/biotope). Saltmarshes at the North 
Sea and fenlands dominated with 16 respectively 15 species, followed by springs and 
brooks (13), beech forest (12), dead wood of deciduous trees (11), hedges on banks (9), 
storage polders at the North Sea (7), peat bogs (7), Saltmarshes at the Baltic Sea (6) and 
banks of running waters (6).  
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