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Larvae of 32 species of Philonthus, Gyrohypnus, Xantholinus, Quedius, Tachinus, Megarthrus, 
Platysthetus, Oxytelus, Anotylus, Autalia, and of the three genera Gabrius, Atheta, and Aleo-
chara were identified in dung. Whereas adults of Philonthus fimetarius, P. tenuicornis, P. al-
bipes, and P. parvicornis were frequently found in dung, their larvae were rarely observed 
in dung.  

Philonthus species lay their eggs underneath the dung heaps, separately, mostly close to 
the edge. Tachinus species camouflage their eggs with soil particles. Oxytelus and Platys-
tethus build chambers in dung for egg deposition. The hatched larvae build larval cham-
bers. The structure of the egg-shells differs within the Philonthus species. The dung-
inhabiting Staphylinidae pupate in the soil. In Philonthus and Ontholestes one egg nor-
mally is fully developed before oviposition, in Tachinus, Oxytelus, Anotylus, and Platys-
tethus 2–6 eggs are fully developed simultaneously before oviposition. The periods of 
egglaying in Philonthus, Tachinus, and Platystethus were 3 months, 1 month, and 2-4 
weeks, respectively. Platystethus arenarius, T. laticollis, and T. marginellus are polyvoltine. 
Philonthus species, Tachinus rufipes, T. proximus, T. lignorum, and T. humeralis are mono-
voltine with a diapause. In Philonthus and T. rufipes the adults overwinter, whereas larvae 
of T. lignorum, T. humeralis, and T. proximus overwinter. 

Most of the dung-inhabiting Staphylinidae were found in 2–4 days old dung. Philonthus 
marginatus, P. splendens, Tachinus lignorum, Oxytelus laqueatus, and Platystethus arenarius 
also prefer fresh dung. Philonthus fimetarius, P. tenuiconis, P. puella, P. albipes, Tachinus lati-
collis and Anotylus tetracarinatus are also abundant in dung more than 7 days old.  

Before overwintering the adults of Staphylinidae store solid white fat or yellow oily fat-
balls in their abdomen. Codrus sp. (Proctotrupoidea), Braconidea (Hymenoptera), and Oe-
sophagomermis sp. (Nematoda) were found in larvae of Philonthus, as parasitoids or para-
sits, respectively. 


